
Recommended Reading List – Year 3 and 4 
 
Year 3 and 4 Recommended Reading List has been created using the 5 Plagues of the Developing Reader.  There is a mixture of classics as well as lesser-known books to choose from. 

Archaic Language Books: Year 3 and 4 

Charlotte’s Web 
 
E.B.White – 1952 
 
(Fantasy) 

The Children of 
Green Knows 
 
Lucy M.Boston – 
1954  
(Fantasy) 

The Railway Children 
 
Edith Nesbit – 1905  
 
(Historical Fiction) 

Five Children and It 
 
Edith Nesbit – 1902 
 
(Fantasy)  

Alice’s Adventures 
in Wonderland  
 
Lewis Caroll – 1865 
 
(Fantasy) 

Mary Poppins 
 
P.L.Travis – 1934  
 
(Fantasy) 

Just William 
 
Richmal Crompton – 1922 
 
(Short Story)  

Emil and the 
Detectives 
 
Erich Kastner – 1929  
 
(Detective Fiction) 

The Little House 
on the Prairie  
 
Laura Ingalls 
Wilder – 1935 
 
(Historical Fiction) 

Peter Pan 
 
J.M.Barrie – 1911 
 
(Graphic Novel) 

Pippi Longstocking 
 
Astrid Lindgren – 1945 
 
(Fantasy) 

Heidi 
 
Johanna Spyri – 1880 
 
(Novel) 

Winnie-the-Pooh 
 
A.A.Milne – 1926 
 
(Fiction) 

The House at Pooh 
Corner 
 
A.A.Milne – 1928 
 
(Fiction) 

The Little Match Girl  
 
Hans Christian Andersen – 
1845 
 
(Fairy Tale) 

The Emperor’s New 
Clothes  
 
Hans Christian 
Andersen – 1740 
 
(Fairy Tale) 



Recommended Reading List – Year 3 and 4 
 

The Fisherman and 
his Wife  
 
Brothers Grimm – 
1812 
 
(Fairy Tale/Folk Tale) 

How the Camel Got 
His Hump 
 
Rudyard Kipling – 
1902 
 
(Folk Tale) 

The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe 

 
C.S.Lewis – 1950 
 
(Fantasy) 

The Velveteen Rabbit  
 
Margery Williams – 
1922 
 
(Picture Book) 

How Doth the Little 
Crocodile 
 
Lewis Carroll - 1865 
 
(Poem) 

You Are Old Father William 
 
Lewis Carroll – 1985  
 
(Poem) 

Topsy Turvy World 
 
William Brightly Rands – 1871 
 
(Poem) 

There Was a Young Lady Whose 
Nose and There Was an Old Man 
with a Beard 
 
(Poems) 

 

Non-Linear Time Sequence - Year 3 and 4 

The Midnight Fox 
 
Betsy Byars – 1968 
 
(Realistic Fiction) 

The Firework 
Maker’s Daughter 
 
Phillip Pullman – 
1995 
 
(Adventure) 

The Legend of Captain 
Crow’s Teeth 
 
Eoin Culfer – 2005  
 
(Ghost Story) 

Fortunately for the 
Milk 
 
Neil Gaiman – 
2013 
 
(Fantasy/Magical) 

The Butterfly Lion  
 
Michael Morpurgo 
– 1996 
 
(Fiction Chapter) 

Farm Boy  
 
Michael Morpurgo – 
1997 
 
(Historical Fiction) 

Walk Two Moons 
 
Sharon Creech – 1994  
 
(Adventure) 

Dominic Grows 
Sweetcorn 
 
Mandy Ross – 2014 
 
(Picture Book) 
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Complexity of the Narrator – Year 3 and 4 

The Witches 
 
Roald Dahl – 1983 
 

(Adventure/Mystery/Fantasy) 

The Five Realms: 
The Legend of 
Podkin One-Ear 
 
Keiran Larwood – 
2016 
 
(Fantasy) 

Max and the Millions 
 
Ross Montgomery – 2018 
 
(Adventure) 

Toys Go Out 
 
Emily Jenkins – 
2006 
 
(Friendship) 

The World 
According to 
Humphrey  
 
Betty G.Bimey – 
2004 
(Animal Fiction) 

Woof  
 
Allan Ahlberg – 
1987 
 
(Science Fiction) 

Nim’s Island 
 
Wendy Orr – 1999 
 
(Adventure/Fantasy) 

The Case of the 
Lost Boy 
 
Dori Hillestad 
Butler – 2010 
 
(Mystery) 

 

Complexity of Plot/Symbol - Year 3 and 4 

Revolting Rhymes 
 
Roald Dahl – 1982  
 
(Poem) 

Love That Dog 
 
Sharon Creech – 
2001  
 
(Poem) 

The Tunnel  
 
Anthony Browne – 
1989 
 
(Picture Book) 

The Molehouse Cat 
 
Antonia Barber – 1990 
 
(Picture Book) 

The Iron Man  
 
Ted Hughes – 1968 
(Science 
Fiction/Fantasy) 

Catch a Little Rhyme 
 
Eve Merriam – 1999 
 
(Poem) 

Dream Variations  
 
Langston Hughes – 1926 
 
(Poem) 

Ducks Ditty 
 
Kenneth Graham - 1908 
 
(Poem) 
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Resistant Texts - Year 3 and 4 

Cloud Busting 
 
Malorie Blackman – 
2004 
 
(Poetry/Fiction) 

The Mysteries of 
Harris Burdick 
 
Chris Van Allsburg 
– 1984 
 
(Fantasy/Picture Book) 

Topsy Turvy World 
 
William Brightly Rands – 1871 
 
(Poem) 

Something Told the Wild Geese 
 
Rachel Field – 1920 
 
(Poem) 

 


