
Recommended Reading List – Year 1 and 2 

 

 

Year 1 and 2 Recommended Reading List has been created using the 5 Plagues of the Developing Reader.  There is a mixture of 
classics as well as lesser-known books to choose from. 

Archaic Language Books: Year 1 and 2 

The Magic Faraway Tree 
(4 book series) 
 
Enid Blyton – 1943 
 
(Fantasy) 

The Little Prince 
 
Antoine de Saint-
Exupery – 1943 
 
(Fable) 

The Owl and the 
Pussycat 
 
Edward Lear – 1971 
(Poem) 

The Three Billy Goats 
Gruff 
 
Paul Galdone - 1973 
 
(Fairy Tale) 

The Hare and the 
Tortoise 
 
Aesop  
 
(Fable) 

The More is Snows 
 
A.A.Milne – 1928 
 
(Poem) 

The Tale of Peter Rabbit  
 
Beatrix Potter - 1901 
 
(Fantasy / Fable) 

The Boy Who Cries 
Wolf 
 
Aesop 
 
(Fable) 

Who has seen the 
Wind 
 
Christina Rossetti – 
1872 
 
(Poem)  

The Ugly Duckling  
 
Hans Christian Andersen 
– 1844 
 
(Fairy Tale) 

The Frog Prince 
 
Brothers’ Grimm – 
1812 
 
(Fairy Tale) 

The Three Little 
Kittens 
 
Eliza Lee Follen – 
1860 
 
(Poem) 

The Little House 
 
Virginia Lee Burton – 
1942 
 
(Picture Book) 

The Frog  
 
Hilarie Belloc – 1896 
 
(Poem) 

Make Way or Little 
Ducklings 
 
Robert McCloskey 
– 1941 
 
(Picture Book) 

The Cat in the Hat 
 
Dr Seuss – 1957 
 
(Picture Book) 
 

A Good Play, The Swing and My 
Shadow  
 
Robert Louis Stevenson – 1888 
 
(Poem) 

The Night Before 
Christmas 
 
Clement Clarke 
Moore – 1823 
 
(Fantasy) 

Goodnight Moon 
 
Margaret Wise Brown – 
1947 
 
(Picture Book) 

Where the Wild Things 
Are 
 
Maurice Sendak – 
1963 
 
(Fantasy Picture Book) 

Traditional Stories:  
Sleeping Beauty 
Rumplestiltskin 
Rapunzel 
Puss-in-Boots 
The Princess and the Pea 
Pinocchio 
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Non-Linear Time Sequences – Year 1 and 2 

Voices in the Park 
 
Anthony Brown – 1998 
 
(Fiction) 
 

The Trouble with 
Trolls 
 
Jan Brett – 1992 
 
(Fiction) 

Black and White 
 
David Macaulay – 1990 
 
(Fiction – Humour) 

Grandpa  
 
John Burningham – 
2003 
 
(Fiction) 

One Candle 
 
Eve Bunting – 2002 
 
(Fiction) 

The Stinky Cheese Man 
and Other Fairly Stupid 
Tales 
 
Jon Scieszka – 1993 
 
(Fairy Tale) 

When the Rain Comes 
 
Tom Pow – 2012 
 
(Adventure Fiction) 
 

Three Brave Women 
 
C.L.G. Martin – 1991 
 
(Fiction) 

The Summer My Father 
Was Ten 
 
Pat Brisson – 1998 
 
(Fiction) 

 

Resistant Text - Year 1 and 2 

The Book With No 
Pictures  
 
B.J.Novak – 2016 
 
(Fiction – Humour) 

Lost and Found 
 
Oliver Jeffers - 2005  
 
(Picture book) 

Tadpole’s Promise 
 
Jeanne Willis – 2003 
 
(Fiction) 

Wolves  
 
Emily Gravett – 2005 
 
(Picture Book) 

The Colour Monster 
 
Anne Llenas – 2012  
 
(Fiction) 

Not Now Bernard 
 
David McKee – 1980 
 
(Picture Book / 
Humour) 

Ning Nang Nong  
 
Spike Milligan – 1959 
 
(Poem) 

The Red Tree 
 
Shaun Tan – 2001 
 
(Picture Book) 

Mirror 
 
Jeanne Baker – 2010 
 
(Picture Book) 
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Complexity of the Narrator – Year 1 and 2 

Chester 
 
Melanie Watt – 2007 
 
(Fiction) 

Voice in the Park 
 
Antony Brown – 1998 
 
(Fiction) 

And the Dish Ran 
Away with the Spoon 
 
Janet Stevens – 2001 
 
(Nursery Rhyme) 

The Very Smart Pea 
and the Princess to Be 
 
Mini Grey – 2003 
 
(Fiction) 

Fantastic Mr Fox  
 
Roald Dahl – 1970  
 
(Adventure – Comedy) 

Hey Little Ant  
 
Hannah and Phillip 
Hoose – 1998 
 
(Fiction) 

The Little House 
 
Virginia Lee Burton – 
1998 
 
(Fiction – Picture Book) 

I Doko, The Tale of a 
Basket  
 
Ed Young – 2004 
 
(Fiction)  

Come Away From the 
Water, Shirley 
 
John Burningham – 
1977 
 
(Fantasy Fictio) 

The Teddy Bear 
 
David McPhail – 2002 
 
(Fiction) 

The Day the Crayons 
Quit  
 
Drew Daywait – 2013 
 
(Epistolary Novel) 

The Wolf Story: What 
Really Happened to 
Little Red Riding Hood 
 
Toby Forward – 2005 
 
(Fairy Tale – Humour) 

The True Story of the 
Three Little Pigs 
 
John Scieszka – 1989 
 
(Picture Book – fiction) 

The Three Little 
Wolves and the Big 
Bad Pig  
 
Eugene Trivizas 
 
(Parody) 
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Complexity of Plot/Symbol – Year 1 and 2 

Grandad’s Island 

 
Benji Davies – 2015 
 
(Fiction) 

Wanted: The Perfect 
Pet 
 
Fiona Robertson- 
2009 
 
(Picture Book) 

Owl Babies 
 
Martin Waddell – 
1992 
 
(Picture Book) 

The Tiger Who Came 
to Tea 
 
Judith Kerr – 1968 
 
(Fiction) 

Slug Needs a Hug  
 
Jeanne Willis – 2015 
 
(Fiction – Humour) 

The Heart and the 
Bottle 
 
Oliver Jeffers – 2010 
 
(Short Story) 

Dinosaurs and All That 
Rubbish 
 
Michael Foreman – 
1993 
 
(Graphic Novel) 

Scissors 
 
Allen Alhberg – 1983 
 
(Poem) 

I Do Not Mind You 
Winter 
 
Jack Preltsky – 1984 
 
(Poem) 

The Red Tree 
 
Shaun Tan – 2001 
 
(Picture Book) 

The Chickens Build a 
Wall 
 
Jean-Francois Dumont 
– 2013 
 
(Fiction) 

Red Kite, Blue Kite 
 
Ji-li Jiang – 2013 
 
(Historical Fiction) 

The Lotus Seed  
 
Sherry Garland – 1997 
 
(Historical Fiction) 

The Building Boy 
 
Ross Montgomery – 
2016 
 
(Fantasy /Adventure) 

Where the Wild 
Things Are 
 
Maurice Sendak – 
1963 
 
(Fantasy Picture Book) 

 

 


