
Recommended Reading List – Year 5 and 6 
 

   
 

Archaic Texts – Year 5 and 6 

The Hobbit 
 
J.R.R.Tolkein - 1937 
 
(Fantasy) 
 

Tom’s Midnight 
Garden 
 
Phillipa Pearce – 1958 
(Fantasy/Adventure) 

A Christmas Carol  
 
Charles Dickens – 
1843 
 
(Fairy Tale/Victorian) 

Around the World in 
80 Days 
 
Jules Verne – 1956 
 
(Adventure) 

Tell-Tale Heart 
 
Edgar Allen Poe – 
1843 
 
(Horror) 

The Highwayman  
 
Alfred Noyes – 1906 
 
(Narrative Poem) 

The Raven 
 
Edgar Allen Poe – 1843 
 
(Poem) 

The Call of the Wild 
 
Jack London – 1903 
 
(Adventure) 
 
 

The Merry 
Adventures of Robin 
Hood  
 
Howard Pyle - 1883  
 
(Historical Fiction) 

White Fang  
 
Jack London – 1906 
 
(Adventure) 

Tales of Terror Series  
 
Chris Priestly – 2007 
 
(Horror)  

The Secret Garden 
 
Frances Hodgson 
Burnett – 1911 
 
(Historical Fiction)  

Swallows and 
Amazon 
 
Arthur Ransome – 
1930 
 
(Adventure) 

Swiss Family 
Robinson 
 
Johann David Wyss – 
1812 
 
(Adventure) 

The Adventures of 
Tom Sawyer 
 
Mark Twain – 1876 
 
(Adventure)  

Ballet Shoes  
 
Noel Streatfeild – 
1898 
 
(Fiction) 
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Moonfleet  
 
John Meade 
Faulkner – 1898 
 
(Adventure) 

Journey to the 
Centre of the Earth 
 
Jules Verne – 1864 
 
(Science Fiction) 

Treasure Island  
 
Robert Louis 
Stevenson – 1882 
 
(Adventure) 

Anne of Green 
Gables 
 
Lucy Maud 
Montgomery – 1908 
 
(Classic Fiction) 

Wind in the Willows  
 
Kenneth Grahame – 
1908 
 
(Picture Novel) 

The Wonderful 
Wizard of Oz 
 
L.Frank Baum – 1900 
 
(Fantasy) 

Oliver Twist  
 
Charles Dickens – 
1838 
 
(Mystery)  

Black Beauty 
 
Anne Sewell – 1877 
 
(Autobiographic 
memoire) 

The Jungle Book  

 
Rudyard Kipling – 
1894 
 
(Fantasy) 

Just So Stories 
 
Rudyard Kipling – 
1902 
 
(Origin stories) 

The Wolves of 
Willoughby Chase 
 
Joan Aiken – 1962 
 
(Alternate History) 

Robinson Crusoe  
 
Daniel Defoe – 1719 
 

(Adventure/Historical) 
The Happy Prince 
and Other Tales 
 
Oscar Wilde – 1888 
 
(Fairy Tale) 

Charge of the Light Brigade 
 
Lord Alfred Tennyson – 1854 
 
(Poem) 

A Ballad of London 
 
Richard Le Gallienne – 1866 
 
(Poem) 

The Eagle 
 
Lord Alfred Tennyson – 1854 
 
(Poem) 
 

If 
 
Rudyard Kipling - 1910 
 
(Poem) 

The Listeners 
 
Walter de La Mare - 1912 
 
(Poem) 

The Tyger 
 
William Blake – 1794 
 
(Poem) 

Dreams 
 
Langston Hughes – 1926 
 
(Poem) 
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Non-Linear Time Sequences – Year 5 and 6 

 

An Eagle in the 
Snow 
 
Michael Morpurgo 
– 2015 
 
(Historical/War) 

Holes 
 
Louis Sachar – 1998 
 
(Adventure) 

The Eye of the North 
 
Sinead O’Hart – 2017 
 

(Adventure/Supernatural) 

A Long Way to the 
Water 
 
Linda Sue Park – 
2010 
 
(Short Story) 

Time Travelling with 
a Hamster 
 
Ross Welford – 
2015 
 
(Science Fiction)  

A Christmas Carol 
 
Charles Dickens – 
1843 
 
(Fairy 
Tale/Victorian) 

Silverfin (Young 
Bond) 
 
Charles Higson – 
2005 
 
(Graphic Novel) 

Around the World 
in 80 Days  
 
Jules Verne - 1872 

1000 Year Old Boy 
 
Ross Welford – 
2018 
 
(Adventure) 

Wolf in the White 
Van 
 
John Darnielle – 
2014 
 
(Thriller) 

Not the End of the 
World 
 
Kate Atkinson – 
2002 
 
(Young Adult) 

The Light Jar 
 
Lisa Thompson – 
2018 
(Mystery) 

The Infinite Lives of 
Maisie Day 
 
Christopher Edge – 
2018  
 
 

Below Zero  
 
Dan Smith – 2018 
 
(Adventure) 

The Clockwork 
Sparrow 
 
Katherine Woodfine 
– 2015 

Cosmic 
 
Frank Cottrell-
Boyce – 2015 
 
(Science Fiction) 
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Complexity of the Narrator - Year 5 and 6 

Sky Song 
 
Abi Elphinstone – 
2018 
 
(Fantasy) 

Wonder  
 
R.J.Palacio – 2012 
 
(Realistic Fiction) 

All the Things That 
Could Go Wrong  
 
Stewart Foster – 
2017 

Cogheart 
 
Peter Bunzl – 2016 
 
(Fantasy)  

Tin 
 
Padraig Kenny – 
2018 
 
(Science Fiction) 

A Tale Dark and 
Grimm 
 
Adam Gidwitz – 
2010  
 
(Fairy Tale) 

Once 
 
Morris Gleitzman- 
2005 

The Underneath 
 
Kathi Appelt – 
2008  
 
(Fantasy) 

Clockwork  
 
Philip Pullman – 
1996  
 
(Speculative 
Fictionn) 

Not the End of the 
World 
 
Kate Atkinson – 
2002 
 
(Short Stories) 

Black Beauty 
 
Anna Sevell – 1877  
 
(Autobiographical 
Novel) 

A Series of 
Unfortunate Events 
 
Lemony Snicket - 
1999  
 
(Adventure/Fantasy) 

Where the 
Mountain Meets the 
Moon  
 
Grace Lin – 2009  
 
(Fairy Tale/Fantasy) 
 
 
 

The Power of Five 
Series 
 
Anthony Horowitz 
– 2005 
 
(Fantasy/Suspense) 

Pax 
 
Sara Pennypacker – 
2016 
 
(Realistic Fiction) 

The Mixed Up Files 
of Mrs BasilE. 
Frankweiler 
 
E.L.Konigsburg – 
1967 
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Because of Mr Terupt 
 
Rob Buyea – 2010 
 
(Realistic Fiction) 

The Infinite Lives of 
Maisie Day 
 
Charles Edge – 2018 

1000 Year Old Boy 
 
Ross Welford – 2018 
 
(Adventure) 

The Pebble in My 
Pocket 
 
Meredith Hooper – 
1996 
 
(History/Science) 

Below Zero 
 
Dan Smith – 2018 
 
(Adventure) 

Watership Down 
 
Richard Adams – 
1972 
 
(Fantasy) 

When My Name 
Was Keoko 
 
Linda Sue Park – 
2002 
 
(Asian Historical Fiction) 

The Wanderer 
 
Sharon Creech – 
2000 
 
(Nautical Fiction) 

How to Fly With 
Broken Wings 
 
Jane Elson – 2015 
 
(Realistic Fiction) 

War Horse  
 
Michael Morpurgo – 
1982 
 
(War/Drama) 
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Complexity of Plot/Symbol - Year 5 and 6 

The Lost Thing 
 
Shaun Tan – 2000 

The Giver 
 
Lois Lowry – 1993 
 
(Science Fiction) 

Northern Lights 
 
Philip Pullman – 1995 
 
(Fantasy) 

Who Let the Gods 
Out? 
 
Maz Evans – 2017 
 
(Fantasy/Thriller) 

Skellig  
 
David Allmond – 
1998 
 
(Mystery/Fantasy) 

Harry Potter 
 
J.K.Rowling – 1997 
 
(Fantasy/Adventure) 

Where the Mountain 
Meets the Moon  
 
Grace Lin – 2009 
 
(Fairy Tale/Fantasy) 

When You Reach Me 
 
Rebecca Stead – 2009 
 
(Mystery) 

Silver  
 
Walter de La Mare – 1907 
 
(Poem) 

Daffodils 
 
William Wordsworth – 1807 
 
(Poem) 

In Flanders Fields 
 
John McCrae – 1915 
 
(Poem) 

A Ballad of London 
 
Richard Le Gallienne – 1866 
 
(Poem) 

The Eagle 
 
Lord Alfred Tennyson – 1851 
 
(Poem) 

The Listeners 
 
Walter de Le Mare – 1912 
 
(Poem) 

Dreams 
 
Langston Hughes – 1926 
 
(Poem) 

Fog 
 
Carl Sandburg – 1916 
 
(Poem) 

The Lady of Shalott 
 
Lord Alfred Tennyson – 1832 
 
(Poem) 

The Girl of Ink and 
Stars 
 
Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave – 2016 
 
(Adventure) 

The Arrival 
 
Shaun Tan – 2006 
 
(Graphic Novel) 
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Resistant Texts - Year 5 and 6 

The Arrival 
 
Shaun Tan – 2006 
 
(Graphic Novel) 

The Lie Tree 
 
Frances Hardinge – 
2015 
 
(Fantasy) 

A Monster Calls 
 
Patrick Ness – 2011 
 
(Fantasy0 

Jabberwocky 
 
Lewis Carroll – 1871 
 
(Poem) 

The Tyger  
 
William Blake – 1794 
 
(Poem) 

The Pobble Who Had No Toes 
 
Edward Lear 
 
(Poem) 

Sky in the Pie 
 
Roger McGough – 1983 
 
(Poem) 

 

 


